
“How to Guide for the Brand New 

Social Studies Exam Format”



Terms You Need to Understand

✓ Student Thoroughly
addresses all Tasks

✓ Essay is More 
Analytical than 
Descriptive

✓ Use of Relative 
Outside Information

✓ Richly Supports the 
Documents with Facts 
& Details



What’s All This About a New Exam?

Before 2017

➢50 Multiple Choice 

Questions from any event 

between 50,000 BCE-

1800 CE

➢Global 10 Cumulative 

Regents Exam 50 

Multiple Choice 

Questions from any event 

between 50, 000 BCE-

Present Day

(2 Year Course)

New and Improved

➢30-35 Stimulus Based 

Multiple Choice Questions 

from any event between 

50,000 BCE-1700 CE

➢Global 10 Non Cumulative 

Regents Exam with 30-35 

Stimulus Based Multiple 

Choice Questions from any 

event between 1700 CE-

Present Day                                             

(1 Year Course)



Part I: Multiple Choice Questions

Old New



A Historian could best use this map to study which topic?

1.Détente

2.Imperialism

3.Transatlantic Slave Trade

4.United Nations Membership

Sample: Stimulus Based Question



Are you Ready? Lets Go….!!!



Part II: Prior to 2017

9 Short Answer Documents (15 points)

➢3 Separate Topics with 3 Connecting Documents

➢Pull information Directly from the Document 



Part II: Paired Document Constructed 

Response Short Answer Questions

You will be given 2- 3 Paired Document Sets on the Following…

➢Historical Context (timeline) - or - Geographic (where, AND why)

➢Bias - or - Point of View - or - Audience - or - Purpose - or - Reliability

➢Cause & Effect - or - Turning Point - or - Similarity/Difference





Part II: Paired Document Constructed 

Response Short Answer Questions



Part II: Paired Document Constructed 

Response Short Answer Questions



Part II: Paired Document Constructed 

Response Short Answer Questions



How to Play The ‘2-1-0’ Game

As you answer the Short 
Answer Questions 
remember the following…

✓Each question will either 
receive a….              

2, 1,  or 0

✓In order to Receive a 2 
make sure the Answer is 
in Complete Sentences, 
Does NOT Restate the 
Question, and is a min of 
2 Sentences.



Are you Ready? Let’s Go….!!!



Are you Ready? Let’s Go….!!!



Part III: How Many Essays Do I Have to Write?

Before 2017

➢Students would 

complete 1 

Document 

Based Question 

5 Paragraph 

Essay based on 

the Previous 9 

Short Answer 

Questions



Part III: How Many Essays?

Before 2017

➢Students 

would 

complete 1 

Thematic 

Essay

➢Choose two 

topics in order 

to answer a 4 

Paragraph 

Essay

➢2 Total Essays



Part III: Enduring Issue Essay

➢ Identify & Define an Enduring Issue, 3 will be hidden within the 

documents

➢ Total of  5 Documents, unfortunately NO prompts!

➢Must use evidence from at least 3 of the 5 documents AND Add 

Tons of Outside Info!



Enduring Issue Essay Topics
➢Conflict - war, competition, disputes over land                

and power

➢Human Rights Violation - injustice, inequality, 

discrimination

➢Scarcity - lack of resources

➢Impact of Technology - impact on jobs, culture

➢Human Impact on the Environment -

consequences of establishing political/physical 

boundaries, 

➢Impact of Environment on Humans - impact of 

access to resources, natural disasters



Enduring Issue Essay Topics
➢Impact of Urbanization - overcrowding, waste, 

Power - shifts in authority, unfair distribution of 

power, social class tensions,

➢Impact of Industrialization - labor conditions, 

unions, pollution, demand for resources,

➢Impact of Migration - reaction to immigrants,            

jobs, citizenship, costs, cultural diffusion

➢Population Growth - strain on resources, 

➢Impact of Trade - new ideas, cultural diffusion, 

➢Impact of Cultural Diffusion - loss of cultural 

identity, spread of disease, conflict, 



Enduring Issue Essay Scoring                                    
5,4,3,2,1 Rubric

= 100

= 80

= 60



Enduring Issue Essay Scoring                                    
5,4,3,2,1 Rubric

= 40

= 20



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



Sample Enduring Issue Essay



The ‘2 Liter’ Essay Design?



Use Your Sample 

Outline NOW!

1st Title of Enduring Issue 
Think of the 

‘Bottle Cap’- Make a Claim and describe the Enduring Issue 

in your own Words

- Link Back 1- 2 Events Prior to First Document 

Body 

Paragraph 

Issues / 

Topics

Min of 3 or 

1 for each 

Document

Open the 

‘Bottle Cap’ 

Restate Your Claim then Either Link 

Enduring Issue  to next Event after 

the documents or Relate the event to 

life today World Wide

Outside 

Evidence to 

Justify Your 

Claim
Brainstorm at 

least 4-5 

specific facts

not found in the 

Documents per 

Paragraph               

7-10 Sentences 

Minimum

Intro- Min 4 

Sentences

Conclusion            

Min 4 Sentences

Document 

Evidence to 

Justify Your 

Claim



Enduring 

Issue Outline

❖ First Take out a 

Sheet of paper

❖ Quickly Draw a big 

Square, an Upside 

Triangle, & a Triangle

❖ Within the Square 

divide the object into 6 

sections using 3 lines.



Reminders: Writing the Essay

1. Make sure the Intro 

and Conclusion does 

not consist of ‘This is 

What I’m Going to 

Do’ and ‘This is 

What I just Wrote’

2. Be sure to Cite your 

documents by either 

saying ‘In Doc 2’ or 

(Doc 2) at the end of 

the sentence



Reminders: Writing the Essay

3. After you write a 
sentence make sure 
you can not ask 
yourself a Who, What, 
Where, When, Why, or 
How question.  If so 
you didn’t write with 
enough depth

4. Be sure to use your 
outside info along with 
your information found 
in the document to 
achieve ‘Analysis’



Reminders: Writing the Essay

5. Check the 

grading rubric 

and self grade 

your essay 

5,4,3,2,or 1 

scale. 

6. Did you answer 

the question?


